
The Making of 
Regional Cultures 



People are known by language they 
speak  

Tamil or Oriya 

Each region with distinctive food 





















Some times we take these identities 
as granted  

Assume that they have existed from 
time immemorial  

It is still happening  

Regional cultures are complex 
processes of intermixing of local 
traditions with ideas from other 
parts of the subcontinent



The Cheras and the 
Development of Malayalam

Connection between language and 
region  

The Chera kingdom of 
Mahodayapuram - 9th century in the 
SW part of the peninsula - (Kerala) 

Malayalam was spoken in that area



The rulers introduced the Malayalam  
language an script in their 
inscriptions. 

This is one of the earliest examples 
of the use of a regional language in 
official records in the subcontinent.







The Cheras also drew upon 
Sanskritic traditions  

The temple theatre of Kerala - 
borrowed stories from the Snaskrit 
epics 

The first literary works in 
Malayalam - 12th century is directly 
indebted to Sanskrit 



14th century text - the Lilatilakam - 
dealing with grammar and poetics 
composed in Manipravalam - 
diamonds and corals  

Refers Sanskrit and regional 
languages 



Rulers and Religious 
Traditions 

The Jagannatha Cult
Regional cultures grew around religious 
traditions  

The best example of this process is the cult 
of Jagnnatha (Vishnu) at Puri, Orissa 

To date, the local tribal people make the 
wooden image of the deity 

Deity was originally a local god - later 
identified with Vishnu 





In the 12th century - One of the 
most important rulers of the Ganga 
dynasty - Anantavarman  

He decided to erect a temple for 
Purushottam Jagannatha at Puri 

In 1230, king Anangabhima III 
dedicated his kingdom to the deity 
and proclaimed himself as the 
deputy of the God 



As the temple gained in importance 
as a centre of pilgrimage, its 
authority in social and political 
matters also increased  

All those who controlled Orissa 
tried to control temples  

Not only wealth but also for 
acceptance among people 



The Rajputs and 
Traditions of Heroism 

In the 19th century, the region that 
constitutes most of present-day 
Rajasthan, was called Rajputana by 
the British  

It is partly truth that only Rajputs 
used to live in that area.



There were several groups who 
identify themselves as Rajputs in 
many areas of northern and central 
India 

Rajputs are often recognized as 
contributing to the distinctive 
culture of Rajasthan 



These cultural traditions were 
closely linked with the ideals and 
aspirations of rulers  

From 8th century most of the 
Rajasthan states were ruled by the 
Rajput families 



Rajputs 

Prithviraj Chauhans  

These rulers 
cherished the 
ideals of the hero 
who fought 
valiantly, often 
choosing date on 
the battlefield 
rather than defeat.



Stories about Rajput heroes were 
recorded in poems and songs - recited 
by specially trained minstrels  

These preserved the memories of heroes 
and were expected to inspire others to 
follow their example 

Ordinary people were also attracted by 
these stories  

Strong emotions - Loyalty, friendship, 
love, velour, anger, etc.



Women 
Sometimes, they figure women as conflicts 
as men fought with one another to wither 
WIN or PROTECT  

Women are also depicted as following 
their heroic husbands in both life and 
death  

Stories of Satti - immolation of widows on 
the funeral pyre of their husbands 



Beyond Regional Frontiers: 
The story of Kathak 

Kathak is associated with several parts of north 
India  

Kathak means katha 

The Kathaks were castes of story tellers in temples 
of north India 

The embellished their performances with gestures 
and songs 

Kathy began evolving into a distinct mode of dance 
in the 15th century with the Bhakti Movement



The legends of Radha-Krishna were 
enacted in folk plays called rasa 
lila  

Combined fold dance with eh basic 
gestures of the Kathak story tellers 



Under Mughal emperors and their 
nobles, Kathak was performed in the 
courts  

It developed in two traditions or 
Gharanas  

Courts of Rajasthan  

Lucknow 



Under the patronage of Wajid Ali 
Shah, the last Nawab of Awadh - it 
grew into a major art form  

By the third quarter of the 
nineteenth century it was firmly 
entrenched as a dance 

Punjab, Haryana, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Bihar and MP.



Most British administrators 
disfavored Kathak  

Continued by courtesans  

Recognised as one of the six 
classical forms of dance in the 
country after independence 



Classical Dances 



Painting for Patrons: The 
Tradition of Miniatures
Miniature painting  

Small sized paintings, water color on 
cloth or paper  

The earliest miniature on palm leaves 
of wood 

Most beautiful found in western India 
- Illustrate Jaina texts



The Mughal emperors Akbar, Jahangir 
and Shah Jahan patronized highly 
skilled painters who primarily 
illustrated manuscripts containing 
historical accounts and poetry 

Mainly court scenes, scenes of 
Battles, hunting and social life  

Exchanged as gifts and were viewed 
only by an exclusive few 









With the decline in the Mughal 
empire many artisans moved to 
Rajput courts 

Het retained their own style  

Portraits of rulers and court scenes 
came to be painted 



Himalayan foothills attracted miniature 
paintings  

By the late 7th century this region had 
developed a bold and intense style of 
miniature painting called Basohli 

The most popular text to be painted here 
was Bhanudatta’s Rasamanhari 

Nadir Shah’s invasion and the conquest of 
Delhi in 1739 resulted in the migration of 
Mughal artists to the hilt to escape the 
uncertainties of the plains 



By the mid 1th century the Kangra 
artists developed a style which 
breathed a new spirit into miniature 
painting  

The source of inspiration was the 
Vaishanavite traditions  

Soft colors including cool blues 
and greens 



A closer look : 
Bengal

The Growth of a Regional Language 

Bengal state speaks Bengali  

Bengali language has derived from 
sanskrit  

EarlySanskrit texts suggest that the 
people of Bengal did not speak Sanskrit 



From the Fourth-Third centuries 
commercial ties began between to 
develop between Bengal and 
Magadhi - This may have led 
influence of Sanskrit  

During the 4th century the Gupta 
rulers established political control 
over north Bengal and Began to 
settled Brahmanas in this areas 



In the 7th century the Chinese traveller Xuan 
Zang observed that languages related to Sanskrit 
were in used all over Bengal  

8th century - Bengal became the centre of a 
regional kingdom under the Palas  

Between 14th to 16 Sultans ruled Bengal - 
Independent of the rulers in Delhi  

In 1586, Akbar conquered Bengal and made 
nucleus of the Begal Suba 

Persian was the language of administration 

Bengali developed as a regional languages 



By the 15th century the Bengali group 
of dialects came to be united by a 
common literary language based on the 
united by a common literary language 
based on the region 

Now now as West Bengal  

Thus, though Bengali is a part of 
Sanskrit - it passed through several 
stages of evolution  



Early Bengali - two parts 

Indebted to Sanskrit  

Independent  

The Mamgalakavyas -(auspicious 
poems) and Bhakti literature such as 
the biographies of Chatanyadeva, the 
Leader of the Viashnava bhakti 
movement 



The second includes Nath literature 
such as the songs of Maynamati of 
Gopichandra stories  

Concerning the worship of Dharma 
Thakur and fairy tales, folk tales 
and ballads 



Pirs and Temples 

From the 16th century, propel began 
to migrate in large numbers from 
the less fertile western Bengal to the 
forested and marshy areas of south  
eastern Bengal. 



As they moved eastwards, they cleared 
forests and bought the land under rice 
cultivation  

Generally local communities of fisherfolk 
and shifting cultivators 

This coincided with the establishment of 
Mughal control over Bengal at Dhaka 

Officials and functionaries received land 
and often set up mosques that served as 
centers for religious transformation in these 
areas.



They wanted an order for  unstable 
conditions of the new settlements  

Provided by the community leaders 

They also functioned as teachers 
and adjudicators - Supernatural 
powers - Pir


